
MAY 2023 SPOTLIGHT 

A Few Thoughts from Pastor 

Let her who bore you rejoice. 

Proverbs 23:25b 

 

    April showers bring May flowers.  What do May flowers bring? 

                           Pilgrims … ba-dum--bum 

           (my apologies for the weak, 2nd grade humor). 

 

But May also brings with it the Kentucky Derby, Mother’s Day, the annual commemoration of our 

Lord’s Ascension forty (40) days after His resurrection, various graduations, Memorial Day, and the 

“official” beginning of summer.  But for now, let’s just think “Mom” for a bit. 

When I think “Mom,” I of course recall fondly my mom, Lola, and all that she has meant to me 

through the years.  I suspect most of you are like me in that there are not enough cards, flowers, gifts, 

words, or money in the world to fully capture what our moms mean to us … and so to my Mom, who 

reads these newsletters, thank you and I love you. 

And though she probably won’t believe it … my track-record 

on Mother’s Day isn’t all that great … Mother’s Day also 

provides me the opportunity to consider just how much the 

mother-of-my-children means to me.  I loved her before children, 

and even more now, and though she is technically not my mother, 

she is the mother of some pretty special kids, and my partner in 

life and parenting, and so to my beautiful bride, Becky, thank you 

and I love you! 

And Mother’s Day also brings to my mind some other very 

special mothers, my own grandmas and sister, my daughter and 

daughters-in-law, my aunts, and all the women whom God has 

blessed with children.  And when I think about the moms in the 

Bible, I can’t help but think of Eve, Mrs. Noah (who so patiently 

put up with her husband as his project took years to complete), 

Sarah, Hannah (mother of Samuel), Elizabeth (mother of John the 

Baptist) and of course, Mary, the mother of our Lord. 

And all those moms did (& do) what moms do … they carried, gave birth to, nurtured, fed, comforted, 

consoled, disciplined, taught, and loved their children.  They sacrifice(d), usually in ways that are never 

fully understood or appreciated, and worked tirelessly for their kids ... kids who were conceived and born 

very selfish and sinful (Ps 51:5).  Good moms are God’s way of caring for His most precious little lambs. 

And while we might hope that all children would ultimately bring great joy to their mothers (Proverbs 

23:25), such is not always the case.  Kids sometime disappoint and often bring worry and heartache to 

their mothers, and yet the mother-child bond is truly one of the most incredible relationships in the world; 

why else would grown men make be so quick to shout “Hi Mom!” whenever they get on camera. 

And the Church is also our mother (Galatians 4:26).  It is, after all, through the Church that God re-

birthed us to new life as one of His own.  She is the Bride of Christ and it is through Her that God cares 

for and provides for His children.  She’s always there for us; She teaches us tirelessly; She feeds and 

nourishes us with God’s Word and the blessed Sacraments.  And though we often disappoint and hurt Her 



with our selfish and sinful wills, words, and ways, She is always there willing to take us back, for She 

loves us even as She is loved by our Heavenly Father. 

And so, while there are not enough cards, flowers, gifts, words, or 

money in the world to fully capture what our earthly, physical moms mean 

to us, the same is also certainly true of the Church.  It is through Her that 

God has given us life, and She has been given to us, as our Mother, to 

nurture, feed, comfort, console, discipline, teach, and love us as we live 

our lives as God’s beloved children.  And as She shows us our Savior, and 

shares His gifts with us, well, truly there can be no better “Mom.” 

So don’t forget your spiritual “Mom” this Mother’s Day.  Give Her a 

reason to rejoice; be sure to visit Her and come to the table She will set for 

you … it is, after all, the Lord’s Table.  And don’t forget to wash-up as 

you arrive (by recalling your Baptism), and remember, Her words are His, 

and She wants only the very best for you, as does Her Bridegroom.  

Seriously consider, again and always, our Mother, the Church, and your 

ongoing relationship with Her, the Bride of Christ. 

 In Christ, 

 Pastor Holle 
 

 

A Few Thoughts from Martin Luther in Bondage of the Will 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But now, since God has taken my salvation out of my hands into His, making it depend on His choice 

and not mine, and has promised to save me, not by my own work or exertion but by His grace and mercy, 

I am assured and certain both that He is faithful and that He will not lie to me, and also that He is too 

great and powerful for any demons or any adversities to be able to break Him or snatch me from Him. 

 

No man can be thoroughly humbled until he knows that his salvation is utterly beyond his own 

powers, devises, endeavors, will, and works, and depends entirely on the choice, will, and work of 

another, namely, of God alone.  For as long as he is persuaded that he himself can do even the least thing 

toward his salvation, he retains some self-confidence and does not altogether despair of himself, and 

therefore he is not humbled before God, but presumes that there is - or at least hopes or desires that there 

may be - some place, time, and work for him, by which he may at length attain to salvation.  

 

It is the mark of a discerning reader of Scripture to notice what are words of law and what are words 

of grace, so as not have them all jumbled up.  

 
 

 

 



                         Stewardship  
 

Follow Him in Generosity 

Our Savior calls us to follow Him in generosity.  “For I have given you an example, 

that you also should do just as I have done to you” (John 13:15).  We cannot give our lives 

for the salvation of the world, of course.  Praise God, that job is already done!  But with 

hearts full of thanksgiving for what Jesus has given us, we can follow His example of 

generous giving.  And Jesus’ generosity is not merely an example.  Our Lord also 

commands us to act according to our gifts:  “The one who contributes, [let him give] in 

generosity” (Rom. 12:8). 

So, when we bring offerings to the Lord, we should strive to heed His command and 

follow the pattern He has established for us.  Jesus did not give us leftovers.  He gave His 

best.  We should not give leftovers, either, but the first and best of what He has given us.  

Jesus did not give as an afterthought - He gave according to the plan of salvation God 

established from the foundation of the world.  So, when it comes to our own offerings, we 

should make a thoughtful plan to give generously, in proportion to the way He has blessed 

us.  Like the Macedonian Christians, who gave according to their ability, and even beyond 

their ability (2 Cor. 8:3), we should honor the Lord by giving a generous portion of the 

income that God provides us. 

We should also give freely, just as Jesus gave freely for us.  There is no compulsion 

involved in our works of love and our offerings to the Lord.  We do not give grudgingly, 

but willingly and cheerfully, each “as he has decided in his heart,” as the Lord says (2 Cor. 

9:7).  There is no New Testament ceremonial law involved here.  Rather, we are free to 

give as generously as our Savior has given for us! 

In the same way, our Lord teaches us to give generously out of our love for Him and 

for our neighbor.  Jesus shows us that genuine love is always love “in deed” (1 John 3:18).  

It is love that sees our neighbor in need and gives generously to help him.  It is love that 

hears the Word of the Lord and does what it says.  If we truly love, we give generously.  If 

we give without love, our giving is not truly following Jesus. 

Finally, we follow Jesus in generosity when we support His Gospel ministry and other 

works of mercy.  The people of Israel gave generously to construct and support the 

operation of the tabernacle, for that was the place where the Lord received the Old 

Testament sacrifices, through which He bestowed the forgiveness of sins on His people.  

So, they gave abundantly, so abundantly they had to be told to stop giving! (Ex. 36:5–6).  

In the same way, we should bring generous offerings to support the Lord’s work.  We 

support our congregations in the preaching of His Word, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, 

which bestow His gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation, and we take care of those who 

are poor and needy. 

Our Savior calls us to follow His example in generous giving.  Let us then, with 

thankful hearts, rededicate ourselves to following Him in generosity. 



 

 

May 2023 News and Notes 
Contact information for Pastor Brian and Becky Holle: Home-618-585-2151/ Pastor’s cell-618-960-9575/ 

Becky’s cell-618-580-8634.  Email: revholle@sbcglobal.net.  Kelsey’s cell: 618-401-7663 

 

Pastor remains available for private Confession & Absolution, worship, communion, and counseling/support; 

please contact him (618)-960-9575 or revholle@sbcglobal.net) to set up an appointment for individuals or 

families. 

 

Zionbunkerhill.com website is up and running! The monthly calendar is available to view and much more!  

Also, any emails to be sent to Kelsey should be sent to zionbunkerhill@gmail.com.  Any private emails for 

Pastor Holle should be sent to revholle@sbcglobal.net.   

 

DEADLINE TO SUBMIT MAY NEWSLETTER ARTICLES: MONDAY MAY 29TH. 

 

If anyone wishes to provide fresh fruit for any month in 2023, contact Gordon Heuer at 618-535-1844 (call 

or text). Remember “fresh fruit and doughnuts” is the breakfast of champions.  

          

MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY:  Will begin again, Wednesdays at 7pm. Please join us. NO BIBLE STUDY 

MAY 24TH & MAY 31ST 

 

Announcement: If you are interested in helping to record the services please contact Joe Manar or Pastor 

Holle. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!   Vacation Bible School will be held during evening  

hours the week of July 10-14.  Tentative schedule is 6 – 8 p.m. with dinner available at 5:30.  Make plans to 

bring your children/ grandchildren, or maybe volunteer that week. “Thank you” to all those who have already 

stepped up to help.  Watch future newsletters and bulletins for more information as the time grows nearer.  Let’s 

make it a highlight of the summer!   

 

THANK YOU!!- Thank You to John Wieseman & Chris Marquardt for fixing Pastors shingles on the 

parsonage.  

 
THANK YOU!!- Thank you to Jim Halpin for donating the rocking chair for the family restroom. It will be put 

to good use. 

 

*A rocking chair has been added to the family restroom if any mothers are in need.  

 
Daniel & Keri Karnes had their baby boy on April 26th. Kade Lee was 7lbs. Everyone is doing well. 

Congratulations!! 
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Giving for April 2023 
         Plate and Envelope: $6,903.00  Building Fund: $55.00 Misc. Income: $3.00 

    ***Only 1 Count This Month ***  

            

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSIONS 
 

1ST SUNDAY OF MONTH OFFERINGS 

JANUARY- WYCLIFF BIBLE TRANSLATORS 

FEBRUARY- THE ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN 

MARCH- UNITY LUTHERAN SCHOOL 

APRIL- LUTHERAN BIBLE TRANSLATORS 

MAY- LCMS MISSIONS-“CLAUSING FAMILY” 

JUNE- VBS 

JULY- BUNKER HILL AREA FOOD PANTRY 

AUGUST- BETHESDA 

SEPTEMBER- LCMS LUTHERAN RELIIEF 

OCTOBER- LUTHERAN HERITAGE FOUNDATION 

NOVEMBER- LUTHERAN HOUR MINISTRIES  

DECEMBER- LCMS MISSIONS- “CLAUSING FAMILY” 

 
 

The May Sunday school mission will be designated to LCMS Missions-Clausing Family   
 

April Sunday school perfect attendance:  Payton Hubbard, Dawson Hubbard, Landon Wear,  
Rylee Jarden & Abbigail Jarden   

  
 
 

Sunday school/Church Attendance 
 

            Date            N-8     H.S.    Adult Bible Class           Staff         Church Attend. 
 4/2  12 0  25   6  87 
 4/9 Sunrise --------------------------------------------------------------------71  
 4/9  12 0  20   7  109  
 4/16  5 0  24   5  58   
 4/23  8 0  22   7  79    
               
   
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Special Intercessions 
Amy Larson- wife of Pastor Brandon Larson (and a good friend of Alli Hanks). She had successful surgery on 

the 19th and is believed to be cancer free now and is recovering at home.  

Christopher Wittman- (Son of Debbie Karnes/Higgens) has begun a new radiation regimen.  

Craig Ruppel- (Son of Susan Starbuck) has finished chemo. His surgery is scheduled for May 17th. 

Dale Jones- has begun chemo and is doing well.      

David Anderson- at home with Leannes care. 

Ed Weichbrodt- home dealing with Parkinson’s. His daughter Cindy assists him.    

Joyce Lehman- at Heritage Health, Gillespie for ongoing battle with Parkinson’s. 

Linda Volentine- Doing well at home.   

Mark Robinson- is at home and dealing with clots in his lung but doing well.  

Maxine Sauerwein- has been moved to the Villas of Holly Brook in East Alton. Keep her in your prayers.       

Ray Bonnell- continues to do well with no treatment or growth of tumor in lung.  

Shannon Burch- Doing well. The plan is to take the next year off from surgeries.  

Terry & Tim Likes (of Bunker Hill)- Terry has limitations from a stroke. Tim desperately needs a kidney from 

someone who is Type O negative. Their families are asking for prayers for both brothers.  

Vic Sauerwein- he fell on Saturday, and he is now at Barnes with a small handful of fall related injuries to his 

neck, face and hip. Please send prayers.  

 

Sandy Franke- (Mary Weidner’s Sister-In-Law)-Went home to be with the Lord on April 28th. Please pray for 

peace during this difficult time. 

 

 

Highlights from Recent Voter’s Meeting 

April 17, 2023 

• Reports from various individuals and boards were received and approved. 

• Pastor (& the Elders) reported –  

▪ Official acts; Weddings, Funerals and Reinstated 

▪ Ascension Service planned for May 18 at 7 pm 

▪ Pastor Holle continues to serve as St. Peter’s (Prairietown) vacancy pastor.  He is 

responsible for finding/scheduling substitute pastors to lead services at St. Peters.  

He is also responsible for hospital and shut-in visits (approximately 9), 

confirmation instruction (two eighth graders), funerals, congregational meetings, 

and other “non-Sunday-morning” needs. 

▪ Filling-in or providing back-up for neighboring pastors as requested. 

 

• The meeting began with Mark Flieger presenting his estimates for air conditioning the 

Sanctuary (options 1 & 2), Parish Hall (3) and Education wing (4).  The voters then 

proceeded with discussion on the estimates, which was divided into 4 options. The 

voter’s, voted to proceed with Option 3 (Parish Hall) without the 2-ton mini split unit 

and Option 4(Education wing). 

• It was voted to purchase an AED defibrillator for the church. 

• Repair made to Parsonage roof after spring storm, while being repaired it was 

discovered that a new roof is needed. 



 

 

Vacation Bible School News: 

Thinking ahead to this summer, set some time aside to join us at VBS in the evenings.  We have been blessed 

with a music leader, kitchen coordinator, a craft coordinator and helper, and a junior high teacher.  Will 

probably need 6 more teachers who would love to have aides in their classrooms as well.  This could be your 

chance to utilize that time and those talents!  Contact Allison Hanks 618-616-7540 or Joni Wood 618-407-7545. 

 

 

 

Looking Ahead:       July 10-14           VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

6-8 p.m.  with meal at 5:30 
 

 

 



 

 

 
The Ladies of Zion Meeting April 20, 2023   

 
Our meeting was called to order by our President, Margie, with 7 members present.  

 

A devotion was led by Louise “He Lives/We Live.” We heard Job’s profession of faith “For I know that my 

Redeemer Lives, and that in the end He will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been this destroyed, yet 

in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another”, Job 19’ 

25-27a. 

 

The Secretary read the March minutes. A motion was made by Ruth Ann and seconded by Jane to accept the 

minutes.  

 

The Treasurer report was given. No new transactions were made. The report will be filed as read. The mites 

were collected.  

 

Shelter Care- Pastor led the devotions. Seven ladies from Zion attended. Shelter Care had a good turn out also. 

Bananas were served. Ruth Ann will be next to serve.  

 

Visiting- Jane and Margie visited quite a few shut-ins. They visited Carolyn for her birthday. Next to visit is 

Susan and Phyllis.  

 

The LWML Spring Rally will be April 22nd at Faith Godfrey. Jane made a motion to give $50.00 for the 

ingathering which is for “Thrive Crisis Prevention”. We can also take baby supplies. Susan seconded it. Motion 

passed.  

 

We would like to thank Jim Halpin for donating the rocking chair to the family restroom. It will be much 

appreciated.  

 

Ideas were given for our June outing. It will be decided in May where we will go.  

 

Margie is sending cards.  

 

Susan made a motion to adjourn. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.  

 

Refreshments of oatmeal cake were served by Louise.  

 

Respectfully Submitted 

Louise Weidner 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 May  2023  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
 

2  
8am- Secretary in 
Office 

3  

4:30pm-
Confirmation  
7pm- Bible Study 

4  
8am- Secretary in 
Office 

5  
 

6  
 

7 Mission Sunday  
8:45am- Sunday 
School 

10am- Divine 
Service  

 

8  
 

9  
8am- Secretary in 
Office  

10  
7pm- Bible Study 

11  
1pm- Shelter Care 

12  
8am- Secretary in 
Office 

13  
 

14  
8:45am- Sunday 
School 

10am- Divine 
Service 

15  
 

16  
8am- Secretary in 
Office 

17  
7pm- Bible Study 

18  
1pm- Ladies of Zion  

 

7pm- Ascension 
Service  

19  
8am- Secretary in 
Office 

20  
 

21  
8:45am- Sunday 
School 

10am- Divine 
Service 

22  
 

23  
8am- Secretary in 
Office 

24  
 

25  
 

26  
8am- Secretary in 
Office 

27  
 

28  
8:45am- Sunday 
School 

10am- Divine 
Service 

Happy 91st Birthday 
to Dorothy 
Spickerman! 

29  
DEADLINE TO SUBMIT 

NEWSLETTER 
ARTICLES! 

30  
8am- Secretary in 
Office 

 

NEWSLETTER 
MAILING 

31  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

May Birthdays!   

 

Happy Birthday!                           Baptismal Birthdays 
1st Samantha Crotser      3rd Addison Gaffney   

3rd Molly Rosentreter 

5th Ashley Gill       8th Virgil Karnes, Janna Sauerwein  

11th Paul Komnick       9th Kim Briskovich 

15th      Robert Klopmeier      11th Jason Greeling, Laura Isenburg 

16th Don Weishaupt      12th Kathy Mansholt, Peggy Pruitt 

19th Abraham Wood      13th Jessica Thyer   

20th Suzanne Spickerman, Frank Thyer    14th Bill Farris 

27th Jeanne Sparks, Lakelynn Spickerman   15th Diane Kravanya  

28th Dorothy Spickerman      16th Abbigail Jarden, Dale Mansholt,  

30th Jeff Johnson        Charlyn Pitts  

31st Jane Baker, Kim (Kravanya) Hierhdzer   22nd Katelyn Crotser 

          

Happy Anniversary!      24th Evangelina Ontiveros Barth 

11th      Nathan & Allyson Thyer 

14th Blake & Paige Meehan     26th Megan Allen, Nancy Perdun,  

18th Pat & Allison Hanks       Andrew & Alexis Scroggins, 

28th Gary & Jennifer Lesemann      Kara Kessinger, Makayla Kessinger 

         29th Paul Komnick  

       

 

     
 

 

 


